ANDROCLES AND THE LION

ing what seemed to him an appalling and impudent blasph
The fact that the blasphemy was to Jesus a simple stateme
fact, and that it has since been accepted as such by all we
nations, does not invalidate the proceedings, nor give u:
right to regard Annas and Caiaphas as worse men than the J-
bishop of Canterbury and the Head Master of Eton. If Jesus
been indicted in a modern court, he would have been exarr,
by two doctors; found to be obsessed by a delusion; declare
capable of pleading; and sent to an asylum: that is the w
difference. But please note that when a man is charged befc
modem tribunal (to take a case that happened the other da]
having asserted and maintained that he was an officer retu
from the front to receive the Victoria Cross at the hands oJ
King, although he was in fact a mechanic, nobody think
treating him as afflicted with a delusion. He is punished for
pretences, because his assertion is credible and therefore ]
leading. Just so, the claim to divinity made by Jesus was to
High Priest, who looked forward to the coming of a Mess
one that might conceivably have been true, and might there
have misled the people in a very dangerous way. That was i
he treated Jesus as an impostor and a blasphemer where we she
have treated him as a madman.

THE GOSPELS WITHOUT PREJUDICE

All this will become clear if we read the gospels without j
judice. When I was young it was impossible to read them wi
out fantastic confusion of thought. The confusion was so utte
confounded that it was called the proper spirit to read the Bi
in. Jesus was a baby; and he was older than creation. He wa
man who could be persecuted, stoned, scourged, and killed; 2
he was a god, immortal and all-powerful, able to raise the d<
and call millions of angels to his aid. It was a sin to doubt eitl
view of him; that is, it was a sin to reason about him; and
end was that you did not reason about him, and read about h
only when you were compelled. When you heard the gos
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